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A Message from Mrs Patrick...

Welcome to the new academic year. Starting school this September, our number
one priority is ensuring that the children build strong connections with their new
teaching team so that they feel safe, respectful and ready to learn in their new
environments. The first days and week have been centred around relationship
building, learning new routines and expectations. This ensures children build
confidence in their understanding of a new curriculum, enhanced expectations and
their new year group. This strong foundation enables a love of learning and strong
personal wellbeing to grow.

Our aim for all children is to grow their potential, enabling them to achieve high
personal performance through our knowledge-rich curriculum. The curriculum is
supported by our strong behaviour culture; an ethos of wellbeing and care; our
STRIVE values; promotion of positive mental health and having high expectations
for all our children so they achieve maximum success in all aspects of school life.

Please do message me on class dojo or email
woodford.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk should you wish to get in

touch. Alternatively, | am at the main entrance in the mornings to welcome the
children into school.

We look forward to working positively in partnership to achieve the very best for
your child.
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Meet the Year 4 Team
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This term PPA will take place on a Wednesday afternoon

-1 Mr Blackler will deliver PE

Mrs Eames will deliver Computing

This will change after Half Term




Meet the Leadership Team
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Mrs Patrick
Headteacher

f&é; B3 Miss Ritchie
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Mr Bennett
EYFS/KS1 Phase
Leader
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Zf Meet the Safeguarding Team
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Should you have any concerns about a child, pIease talk to a member of staff or aIternatlver email
safeguardmg@wps plymouth.sch.uk.

Miss Ritchie A4 =
Mrs Patrick Assistant | MrBennett Mrs Milbourn Mrs Latham
Headteacher Headteacher | EYFS/KS1 Phase PSA Attenglance
and SENCo "‘E Leader Officer
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Safeguarding a child is everyone’s responsibility.
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eLe Excellent attendance

WESTCOUNTRY

grows potential for all.

Woodford Primary School

Attendance Ladder At Woodford Primary School, we promote
excellent attendance

Equates to Attendance is important for attainment,
.;;‘;,‘ « - wellbeing and wider outcomes for children

Excellent attendance promotes high
expectations

Attendance is everyone’s responsibility.

)) m’ Communication and relationships are key in
supporting excellent attendance

Parents have a legal duty to ensure their child
has an appropriate education

Schools have a legal duty to take an
attendance register twice daily.

INFORMATION ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS
The school day starts at 8:50
Morning registration is open for 10 Mrs Latham
minutes. Attendance
Officer

Telephone the main office 01752
336228 if your child cannot attend
school on that day.

Mrs Patrick

Medical o intments, wherever
iy Head Teacher

possible, should be arranged out of
school hours.

Westcountry Schools Trust does not
support authorisation of term-time
holidays

Mrs Milbourn
PSA

Fixed-term penalty notices will be

issued
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Our Curriculum
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4 learning.

«  choosing nouns or pronouns within and across
sentences for clarity and cohesion and to avoid

. writing the present perfect form of the verb, e.q
1 have heen to the park

+  writing multi-clause sentences using
conjunctions to link ideas and information

«  writing adverbials (when/where/how)

+  writing speech using correct punctuation to
show character feelings and actions

To inspire our writing, we will use the following texts.
Rainforest Rough Guide (non-fiction)

The children will craft a ‘rough guide’ to an endangered
animal within o world habitat. The children will use their
writing to communicate information about the threats
which the animal faces. The children will immerse
themselves in the setting and describe their experiences.

The King of The Birds by Michael Scott in Beyond the
Stars: Twelve Tales of Adventure, Magic and Wonder
compiled by Sarah Webb (fiction)

The children will develop a plot and create a setting for
a folk tale entitled 'King of the ......."

English: Reading
During our morning reading sessions, we will be studying
poetry and nen-fiction texts about animals, starting off
with “The Penguin in Lost Property’ and then moving into
a non-fiction text about penguins. Children will build on
previous knowledge of poems to analyse their structure
and purpose.

= WOODFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL Curriculum Overview for Parents Year: Four
4 2025-2026
Curriculum Areas
English: Reading and Writing Maths: Science:
This term, the children will be revising the grammar from States of Matter
Year 3 and exploring new grammatical terms in our Year | Review of Column Addition

Add and subtract up to 3-digit numbers using columnar
methods.

«  Review adding 2 digit numbers using column
addition without regrouping

+  Review adding 3 digit numbers using column
addition without regrouping

+  Use column addition to solve problems in
different contexts

«  Review adding 2 and 3 digit numbers with
regrouping ones and then tens

«  Review using known facts and strategies to
accurately check calculations

+  Review identifying the minuend and subtrahend
in column subtraction

+  Review using column subtraction without
regrouping and then with regrouping

Secure place value to 1000: apply to addition and
subtraction: multiples of 100

+  Explain how many hundreds, tens and ones are
in 1000

+  Use place value to compose numbers up to
2000, using hundreds, tens and ones

«  Use different strategies to add multiples of 100

«  Use different strategies to subtract multiples of
100

«  Use addition and subtraction strategies to solve
problems with multiples of 100.

In science this term, the children will be comparing and
grouping materials together, according to whether they
are solids, liquids or gases.

We will look at how some materials change their stote,
observing what happens when they are heated or
cooled. We will measure or research the temperature at
which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C).

We will also learn about the water cycle, specifically
identifying the part played by evaporation and
condensation.

The children will continue to work scientifically, using
their key skills of making predictions, conducting tests,
observing, recording and evaluating.

SNAR
SLIENCE

History:

Our new ‘opening warlds’ unit of study is
about the Roman Republic. Our thinking
will explore the key question: How much
power did the senate have in the Roman
Republic?

This term, the children will learn about
" | how Ancient Rome began and how it
transitioned into the Roman Republic.
They will learn about the legend of
Romulus and Remus and the hierarchy
and the changes of the republic. We will
| | be exploring the culture around life in

¥ Rome and the changes in power that
. defined the Roman Republic

Geography:
Our new ‘Opening Worlds' unit of study is
about the Rhine and Mediterranean. Our
thinking will explore the question: How
are different parts of the Rhine and the
Mediterranean used by people?

We will learn initially about the river
Rhine and the features of the river from
its source in the Alps (Switzerland) to the
mouth of the river at Rotterdam
{Holland). We will look at how the river
has been altered by man for navigation
and managed for human connections.
The children will then study the Suez
Canal thinking about its importance for
importing and exporting goods.

‘Computing:

We will be using Purple Mash for our ICT
learning.

Online Safety

The children will explore what being safe
online means. They understand that
information put online leaves a digital
footprint or trail and how they can
protect themselves from this. We will also
identify the positive and negative
influences of technology on health and
the environment. Furthermore, they wil
understand the importance of balancing
game and screen time with other parts of

their lives

RE: openingw

Our new ‘opening worlds’ unit of Lo @]
study is about Christianity — The Family of
Jesus. Our thinking will explore the key
question: Why s the idea of ‘Messiah' so
important to Christians?

The children will study the family of Jesus,
within the context of Judea in the first
century. They will look at early opinions of
Jesus, his role and what it meant to them.
We will look at the messages in the four
Gospels and explore why these stories
are important to Christians. This unit
encourages children to make links with
our history learning on the Roman

PE: Ap:n)‘
Indoor PE (Wednesday): Asymmetry and

The children will explare asymmetrical
and symmetrical shapes in gymnastics.
They will build on previous jumping,
rolling and balancing skills and will link
these together to create their own
sequence

Outdoor PE (Friday): Netball
The children will learn the skills of
throwing, receiving, attacking and

defending. They will build on previous ball
skills and apply these to the rules of a
team game.

Art:
Drawing: Power Prints

The children will learn the skills of
sketching 3D shapes using pencil tones
and different pencil grips. We will use
charceal to explore light and dark in
objects.

They will develop an awareness of the
relative size of the objects they draw.
Using cut out images, the children will
create their own compositions. The
finished piece of art will reflect the
children's learning.

rachelhawkes.com

French:

We will continue to explare our
MFL teaching programme

+  saying what | and others do
«  saying how many and describing
things

Republic
¥ -

PSHE:
Being me in my World

The children will learn what it means ta
be part of o closs, o school and a
community. They will explore the idea of
democracy and how communities work
together to make decisions.

Music:
Mamma Mia charmge
The children will be exploring a timeless
pop song from the 70's. The children will
be learning to sing and play along to
Mamma Mio. As well as learning to sing,
play, improvise and compose with the
well known song Mamma Mia, children
will listen and appraise more ABBA hits.

—
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How | can support my child this term:

learning will then be explored

m My child's timetable:

¢ Home Learning will be given to the children on a Friday. This heme

during the school week and checked on

the following Friday.

E

Please use the Learning Partnership Planner to record reading practice at

home. This should be done 3 times a week.

Please support with times tables practice using Times Tables Rockstars,
throughout year 4. This will help the children with accessing the year 4

curriculum. We will be setting TTR Competitions to support and encourage

the children with their learning.

Please message the class teacher on Class Dojo should you have any issues

with curriculum, learning, wellbeing or behaviour.

[Saugsre)

Indoor PE - Wednesday

Outdoor PE - Friday

Spelling test — Friday

Home learning set and due - Friday

STRIVE for Success




Our Timetable
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This document shows you what your children will be
aiming to achieve by the end of year XX in reading,
writing and mathematics.

These are available on our school website.
Woodford Primary School - Our Classes
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This is the letter formation your child is expected to

\

At Woodford we use a scheme called Letterjoin.

use in their writing:

Capital Letters
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Daily RouteE>

/Doors open at 08:40am \

Bell goes for start of day at 08:50am
Break time 10:45am -11:00am

Lunch time 12:00am -1:00pm

Please ensure lunches are ordered by
09:15am

End of the day 3:20pm
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a“°“% All children are expected to wear school uniform.
L) It consists of the following items:

In Winter our uniform is maroon sweatshirts/jumpers/cardigans
with school badge and grey skirts/pinafores or trousers. We also
encourage children to wear white polo shirts also with the school
badge on them.

In Summer, children can wear shorts and summer dresses
(maroon and white striped or checked).

N

/P.E. kit consists of t-shirt in your child's team colours Red (Plym) Yellow (Tamar) BIueX(i
(Dart) Green (Tavy) and black shorts for indoor activities. Foundation Stage children
wear white t-shirts with the school logo.

Children do P.E. indoors barefoot but will require plimsolls/velcro trainers for outdoor
activities.
Track suits or jogging bottoms can be worn for outdoor P.E sessions during the Autumn
and Spring terms.

\ PE Kits can be worn to school on class PE days and outdoor learning days only. /
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A small bag or book bag

* A named water bottle

* Packed lunch (if not having a school meal). Please
remember to not include peanut or nut products

* Fruit snack (FS and KS1 free fruit provided)

e If your child has medication please ensure the correct
forms have been completed. These forms can be

downloaded from the school website.




/We are very keen to promote positive parent/schoom
partnership.

Our main form of communication between the
classroom and home is through Class Dojo, so please
ensure you are signed up to this.

Communication will take place between 8:00 and 6:00
\on Weekdays This is for famlly and staff wellbelng /

=
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ﬂ'hroughout the year, we will have opportunities to discuss your child anoﬁ
their learning. To do this we use Dojo, Teams, telephone calls and face-to-
face meetings.

AUT-Dojo review SPR-mid year learning reviews SUM-annual reports

There will also be opportunities throughout the year for your children to
\ share their learning with you through our learning open afternoons. j
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https://www.woodfordprimary.co.uk/page/?title=School+Communications+Charter&pid=143
https://www.woodfordprimary.co.uk/page/?title=School+Communications+Charter&pid=143
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We will continue to use Class Dojo for
showing some of the children’s fantastic
learning. If you are having difficult accessing
your child’s page, please let us know via the
school office
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Our school website is an excellent place to find out key
information about the school. We hope you find it helpful.

Our parent handbook can also be found on the website.
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If you have any further questions please
contact the teaching team in the first
Instance.

Please remember the messaging part of
Class Dojo is for matters related to learning
only.

Thank you ©




SCHOOL
NEEDS YOU

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 17" September,
7.30pm at School
Refreshments provided
The current Committee are stepping down from

their roles - volunteers are needed to keep the
PTFA running for 2025/2026

Join us on Facebook -

Woodford PTFA Members Group

All parents, carers, grandparents, friends and
staff are part of the PTFA. EVERY child in school
benefits from the funds we raise.

Anyone and everyone can help with organising
and planning and putting on events but the
PTFA cannot exist without a Committee.

There are 3 roles needed for the PTFA to
continue: Chair, Treasurer and Secretary

This year we have organised:

3 discos, Pumpkin Hunt, Christmas cards,
Christmas Fayre, World Book Day Chocolate,
Summer Colour Run, plus the Pre-Loved
Uniform Shop and Bags 2 School

‘ZP>” WHY DO WE NEED A PTFA?

We have funded the first stage of renovations for
the Reflective Garden, Virtual Santa and Advent
Calendar, Falconry Display, donations to Year 6
Leavers books and hoodies, New Starter teddies,
and more!

Without volunteers to put on events, none of this
will be possible next year

Please consider stepping up for 2025/2026

Speak to a current Committee member to find out
more about their role -
email woodfordptfa@gmail.com

If you cannot join the Committee - can you:
e commit to practically support at least one
event this school year?
e give 30 minutes per week to serve in the Pre-
Loved Uniform Shop?
e  Ask your employer about Match Funding?
® Contact local businesses for sponsorship or
donations




